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Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. I would especially like to welcome Dr Guy to New Zealand. It’s a real pleasure to be speaking here tonight as a CIE student. Perhaps, in due course, I’d like to offer a different perspective on what’s been said tonight, speaking as a student. But first of all I must begin by addressing the prizewinners.


To the prizewinners, I’d like to offer my own congratulations for topping your 2010 exams – it’s a fantastic accomplishment. I would emphasise that this evening recognises more than just an exceptional end-of-year result. I firmly believe that to be sitting here tonight takes real dedication and genuine enthusiasm for your respective subjects. And I also think that those of you here tonight have a fantastic ability to improvise, which is what sets you apart as excellent students. I wonder if you’ve ever thought about it that way, so let me explain what I mean.

I think that, at its best, teaching and learning should all be about improvising – plain old winging it. Maybe that’s just my patriotic sentiments showing through, as we New Zealanders are notorious for our No.8 wire and so on. But it’s interesting that our little country places such great value in learning how to think on your feet – exactly the skill which, I believe, got you here tonight. After all, in a CIE exam, the chances are, you’re going to be facing something unexpected. You’re likely to be improvising, making leaps and taking chances. That’s what it’s all about. [An important part of problem solving is following any hunch you might have – it’s much more effective than the alternative of approaching a problem with no direction at all!]

But hang on, isn’t this improvisation a bit scary? A whole year’s worth of work is condensed down into two or three hours in which to “make or break” it. That’s a challenge. I’m sure there are some very bright students who will have just missed out on being here tonight because they couldn’t handle that challenge on the day. Still, tonight it’s fair that we’re celebrating your achievement, because you did pull through, and so you deserve to be here. Handling the pressure is a crucial part of the game – and the same goes for real life. I love the fact that CIE doesn’t shy away from a challenge, but motivates students through challenge.

It’s also important to remember that we can improvise with confidence if we’re well trained and have the right tools available. I’m reminded of the surgeon who took out my wisdom teeth last week. Everyone’s teeth are different, and this was the first time he had ever operated on mine, but he handled everything with perfect composure. Similarly, if we are properly equipped with the tools that CIE provides – and that means a few years of solid work in the classroom – then we can feel confident when we tackle those “make or break” moments, both in exams and beyond. This is why CIE is a rigorous and versatile qualification with enormous relevance for our world today.

Finally, I might add, we aren’t by any means alone in our endeavours – this is where teachers come in. I must express my personal thanks to all my teachers at King’s for their tremendous support over the past five years, and I would also recognise all the teachers here tonight. I have no doubt that their students are saying the same of them.

Ultimately, though, when it comes to the exams, and the many battles thereafter in whatever fields you pursue, – well, what happens then is entirely over to you. I invite you to take pleasure in the challenges ahead. I wish you all the best of luck in the future, and enjoy the rest of the evening. Thank you.

