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Chairman’s Address: Mr John Morris

It is a real privilege to welcome prize winners in the 2010 CIE examinations to Auckland Grammar School for this annual event.  It is also especially pleasing to see so many parents and friends of the successful students here in support.
A special welcome to some school representatives who have travelled a fair distance for this event: Headmaster of Christchurc Boys’ High School, Trevor McIntyre; Sophie Warren, Principal Springbank School, Northland; Allan Hays and Latin teacher from St Dominic’s Wanganui.  It is also good to have William Van Rensburg here from Pukekohe Christian School.
A very special welcome tonight to our guest from the UK, Dr John Guy.  John has recently been appointed Senior Education Adviser to Cambridge International Examinations since retiring after 25 years as Principal of Farnborough Sixth Form College, the largest sixth form college in the UK with some 3250 full-time 16-19 year old students.
Last year, the CIE senior school programme completed 10 years of operation in NZ.  Auckland Grammar School first introduced the programme in 2001 after exhaustive research that saw us reject the IB because of the excessive cost and the prescriptive nature of the programme.  
We started a trial with our Form Five students in 2001 with some trepidation, I have to say, as we were not sure of the standard required and also wary of the reaction of Government, MoE and NZQA towards our decision to introduce international qualifications to NZ.

Our appreciation of the standard required developed successfully over the following two years as we extended the programme to Forms six and seven.  The reaction of the government and its quangos was not so straight forward, being predictably negative, threatening and defensive.

However we got through a difficult period with the education bureaucracy relatively unscathed and were delighted to get the NZVC Committee to agree to CIE qualifications being used for university entrance purposes in 2003.

Over this initial period the support of some strong academic schools like Macleans College, ACG Senior College and King’s College strengthened our resolve to make CIE work in NZ, and led to the creation of ACSNZ, organisers of tonight’s function. 
Initially this was a loose association of like minded schools but as interest and numbers increased in the CIE programme the association was formalised into an incorporated society and now boasts over 50 member schools.

Things continued to progress smoothly with CIE and I felt the education bureaucracy had accepted CIE as an important part of the education scene in NZ, and the trite old clichéd criticisms of it had dissipated.

Hence my surprise when the debate was resurrected again just prior to school starting this year by the tabloid paper, Herald on Sunday.  Supposedly it surfaced because of our school’s decision not to offer a full programme of NCEA at Level 1; instead the vast majority of our boys in Form 5 would study towards the IGCSE qualification.

It is worth noting that this decision was made in April last year after 18 months of debate and discussion at school, and parents were informed by letter on 26 April 2010.  Why it suddenly became news in late January this year is beyond me.

There is no point in going over old ground again on this issue but suffice to say that the feedback in emails to me, results of on-line surveys in the NZ Herald, and even talkback radio has been overwhelmingly positive about CIE and the ability of schools to offer a choice in qualifications.

Even the Minister of Education and the Prime Minister expressed their support!

Like all schools that offer CIE, we are delighted with the programme; it has allowed us all to maintain our academic focus and niche by offering rigorous and challenging syllabuses and a qualification that is recognised around the world.

In the 10 years NZ schools have been involved with CIE much has happened in education and CIE has kept pace with developments in an appropriate and considered manner.  For example, a Director of Curriculum has been appointed who is transforming the structure of the qualifications, syllabuses are revised on a regular basis, a new Pre-U qualification has been introduced in the UK to much acclaim and is likely to be available to overseas schools in the near future, new subjects such as Global Perspectives have been introduced and research continues on both curriculum and assessment matters.
CIE, a branch of Cambridge Assessment, is so much more than a stand-alone examination.  It offers a comprehensive education programme from year 1 through to Year 13 and operates in 157 countries around the world, across Europe, South Asia, the Middle East, Asia Pacific, North America, Central and South America and Africa.  

Recent growth of CIE has centred on Europe and the US and currently over 350 schools in the UK now teach the CIE programme in preference to the domestic qualification because of its greater rigour and challenge.

In NZ growth continues apace with entries up from 27,000 in 2009 to close to 29,000 last year, and five new schools registered with CIE last year, namely Burnside HS in Christchurch, Southland GHS, John McGlashan College in Dunedin, Henderson High School and Huanui College in Northland.

CIE is also a massive provider of professional development to teachers holding more than 800 training days a year, providing over 8000 teachers from across the globe with the skills and knowledge they need to help their students succeed.

I am sure that all the schools represented here this evening would agree that by offering CIE to our students we are able to continue to offer a classical liberal education that seeks to develop free human beings who know how to use their minds, are able to express themselves clearly and are able to think for themselves.

In my mind the choice of qualification comes down to your philosophy of what secondary education is for.  Is it about credentialism and just getting enough credits to get a leaving certificate? This belief, as evidenced in NCEA,  has led to subjects being divided into disparate, digestible chunks, checklists have proliferated and knowledge has become atomised, schools and students are incentivised to drop “hard” subjects in favour of those where passes are easier; all tragic steps in the retreat from academia.

Or is secondary education about creating an educated citizenry by providing a rounded, substantive education based on subject knowledge which will enable our students to engage purposefully, meaningfully and intelligently with the world?  All of which is underpinned by an assessment system that is fair, consistent, reliable, transparent, accurate, appropriate and internationally recognised (CIE).

To me personally, there is no choice; CIE has been so successful for us that I can’t imagine the NZ education sector without it.
Michael Young, the renowned UK education sociologist, spoke in Auckland late last year.  His message was  that the curriculum of the future needs to be seen as an end in itself, not a means for motivating students or for solving social problems or securing a high paid job.  He advocated for a curriculum that brings back knowledge. 

No student should ever be short changed by ‘empty’ curricula (which is what we have in the new NZ Curriculum), and we should never deny access to this powerful, formal knowledge to the next generation, whatever their social or cultural backgrounds.

The CIE curricula we are privileged to have give our teachers and students access to that critical knowledge, encourages them to value knowledge and to use their minds well.

And, without excellent teachers who value knowledge our students’ chances of academic success are severely diminished.  Teaching, done exceptionally well, requires a special talent and a sense of vocation, and excellent teachers are vital in stimulating that zest for learning in their students.  

My thanks, therefore, to all the wonderful teachers who abound in all our schools and who have made a difference to the academic endeavours of the students in their care.

My thanks also to the Board and Academic Committee of ACSNZ for their support, wisdom and hard work.  

Simon Higgins, the CIE representative in NZ, works very closely with our organisation and we appreciate his input into the operation of CIE in NZ as well as his promotional work around the country - thanks Simon.

Our Administrator, Janine Manning continues to make a great contribution. Janine is more than just an administrator; she is a devotee of CIE and a great advocate for the Cambridge examinations.  

She makes the job seem so simple and rarely do I have to get involved in the day to day running of ACSNZ at all, so capable is Janine.  I really appreciate her genuine interest in CIE, her hard work and her initiative.

A special thanks to our guest from the University of Cambridge, Dr John Guy.  We are really appreciative of your interest in how CIE operates in NZ and enjoyed your message to the scholars.  We wish you a safe journey to Malaysia and then home to the UK.
Tonight’s occasion is a celebration of intellect, hard work and academic excellence and a recognition that it is alright to succeed in the classroom, and it is great to aim high and be the best you can be.  
This evening we will present 32 Top in the World and 35 Top in NZ, 10 High Achievers and some new awards recognising overall excellence in a student’s course of study.    
Congratulations to all our scholars; keep striving and best wishes for the future.    
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