Sam attended Auckland Grammar School between 2003 and 2007 and received the Headmaster’s Prize for Dux of the School in his final year. In addition to his excellent academic results, Sam was Deputy Head Boy, Captain of the Senior Debating Team, Member of the 85A Rugby Team and Senior A Waterpolo team that won the National Secondary Schoolboys’ Waterpolo Championship. Sam was also selected in the Under 15 and 17 Schoolboy’s NZ Waterpolo Squad.
 
In 2008, staying at Knox College, Sam started his first year at the University of Otago studying law and arts. At this stage he didn’t know exactly what he wanted to do for a career, but his exposure to debating naturally led him to study law. Sam was awarded a number of scholarships including the Otago University Law Faculty and Dux Scholarships, the NZEST scholarship, the Russell McVeagh scholarship and the Abbott Watson and R.M. Grant scholarships.
 
Sam enjoyed studying at Otago and achieved six A+ grades and one A grade in his first year. On the basis of these marks he was invited to the honours programmes in all his subjects. Sam believes that studying under the Cambridge International Examinations (CIE) at Auckland Grammar made his transition from school to university very smooth. 

Sam says that the “CIE exams ensure a very comprehensive knowledge base. Students who had studied A Level sciences were in a very strong position to study Health Sciences, as a significant portion of the conceptual material had already been covered at school”. Sam also says that in law and arts “the skill set I gained from CIE’s emphasis on analytical thinking was a valuable asset to take to university”. The final law exam had over 50 percent of its final points dedicated to interpreting previously unseen cases and pieces of statute in the context of the theory students had learnt throughout the year. Sam believes that success in these exercises could not be guaranteed by a process of rote learning; but rather, by the ability to reason and analyse, which was greatly improved by studying under the CIE pathway. In the arts subjects at university, there is an emphasis on extended essay writing, which mirrors CIE arts subjects. He also credits his teachers at Auckland Grammar School who, through their passion and subject knowledge, maximised what the CIE syllabus had to offer. With his grounding in CIE subjects, combined with some independent study to cover syllabus discrepancies, Sam felt in a good position to sit the competitive NCEA Level 4 Scholarship Examinations. He achieved 3 Outstanding Scholarships in Economics, Statistics and Modelling and English and a Scholarship in Chemistry.

Sam had a long-standing desire to study at Oxbridge. His first decision was therefore which University to apply for. Unlike the Ivy League schools in the United States, candidates are only allowed to apply to Oxford or Cambridge in one year, not both. The requirement is that candidates apply for a specific course at a specific college. Sam chose Philosophy, Politics and Economics at University College, Oxford. He will have the opportunity to specialise in his third year and hopes to focus on economics and international relations.

University College is one of the larger undergraduate colleges at Oxford, and the oldest (founded 1247). Alumni include Clement Atlee, Stephen Hawking, Bob Hawke as well as Bill Clinton and his daughter Chelsea. University College has a strong record in Philosophy, Politics and Economics, and also in the sporting arena.

Each candidate had to write a personal statement and provide a written academic reference. Some students (depending on subject) had to submit pre written essays, while others, including Sam, had to sit a test, called the TSA (Thinking Skills Assessment). The test involved a series of multi choice questions (similar to an IQ test) and an essay on a previously unseen topic. 

The next stage was being invited for interview in December 2008. Candidates stay at the College during the interview process and are given a problem 20 minutes before they appear in front of a panel to discuss the solution. During the interview, variables are changed and the candidate is required to respond without preparation.

Sam believes that having CIE exams on his record made his application very clear, simple and comparable to the majority of undergraduate applicants from the United Kingdom. Oxbridge has a standard offer of three A grades at A Level as a prerequisite for entry. However, places are offered on the combined criteria of A Level grades, admissions tests, submitted work, academic reference and interview."
